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PLANT GROUP REPORT 


... Joe Hubbard 
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The guest speaker at the May 14th 
meeting was Katrina Harrison, a final 
year student at Burnley Horticultural 
College. Her topic, Australian 
Cottage Gardens. 


She explained how to use Australian 
plants to create a cottage garden 
with all the attributes of the English 
cottage garden . 


A typical cottage garden contains a 
wide range of scented, flowering and 
non-flowering plants grouped to 
emphasise their size, colours and 
foliage. Perennials, annuals and 
shrubs are planted in continuous 
borders with central island beds of 
annuals and low foliage plants. 


As part of her course Katrina 
propagated plants of the Western 
volcanic plains - some with 
promising results for the home 
gardener. The similarity of growing 
conditions of the plains and Geelong 
area suggests that the plants, if and 
when available through nurseries, 
would be most suitable for Geelong 
gardens. The bottom line - the 
provision of fertile, well drained 
soils. 


Slides and potted 
enhanced an interesting well 
researched talk and lively 
discussion. 


Plant Group Meeting. . . 


Graeme Stockton will speak on his 
recent botanical surveys at the 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve at 
our June 11th meeting. 


Observations. .. 


| have given Marilyn Hewish what 
must surely be the last of the 1995 
observations (796 in total) together 
with 13 pages of computer printout. 


Your records form a significant part 
of the Geelong Bird Report which 
Marilyn will spend the long winter 
nights completing. 

o 


specimens . 


Interested in a Cottage 
Garden ? ... 


The following is a selection of 
suitable native plants for an 
Australian cottage garden from a 
list supplied by Katrina Harrison at 
the last Plant Group Meeting. 


Perennials: 
Podolepis jaceoides 
Showy Podolepis with 
showy yellow daisy heads. 
Eryngium ovinum Blue devils - 
prickly, blue to purplish, 
great in groups. 
Wahlenbergia sp. 
Australian Blue Bells. 
Pelargonium rodneyanum 
Magenta Stork’s-bill. 


Climbers: 

Clematis aristata 
Old Man's Beard, creamy- 
white starry flowers. 


Shrubs: 
Solanum aviculare 

Kangaroo Apple, 

violet flowers,reddish fruit. 
Lavatera plebeia 

Australian Hollyhock - 

pink, white, lilac flowers. 
Correa alba 

White Correa 

- white starry flowers. 


Bulbaceous: 

Stylidium graminifolium 
Grass Trigger Plant, 
pale to bright pink flowers - 
perennial. 

Burchardia umbellata 
Milkmaids, 
white to light pink scented 
flowers - perennial. 


Groundcovers: 
Viola hederacea 

Native violet - 

white with purple centre. 
Convolvulus erubescens 

Pink Bindweed. 


Fragrant Plants: 

Cynoglossum suaveolens 
Australian Forget-me-not, 
small white yellow-centred 
perennial. 

Arthropodium strictum 
Chocolate Lily, 
violet perennial. 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


... Madeline Glynn |. 
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Stony Rises and Floating 
Islands. 


Sunday 16th June, 1996. 


We are to meet at the Floating 
Islands Reserve carpark with Rob 
Wallace by 10.30 am. 


Rob is the new Wetlands and 
Reserves Ranger for the Colac 
district. The reserve is situated 
along the Princes Highway, opposite 
the Koala Motel. 


Here, we will venture around to the 
Eastern-barred bandicoot research 
area, where hopefully a live 
specimen will be in the traps for all 
to see. We will stop here for 
approximately one hour to listen to 
Rob and a research person talk on 
the species. Also incorporated in 
this talk will be the connection 
between the Stony Rises and the 
Floating Islands Reserve. 


From here we will walk around this 
general area to talk about the 
history, geology and current issues 
ofthe area. This will take us up to 
about 12.30 p.m. where we will stop 
for a quick lunch. 


After lunch we are hoping to have 
Rob or Phillip de Gueselin stay with 
us to do a native vegetation survey 
on grasses and herbs in the area and 
also have time to do a bird survey of 
the area. This will be done at either 
the islands reserve or at Beeac 
swamp. 


The day will end around 3 p.m. when 
we will venture back to Geelong with 
a wealth of new knowledge. 


rH 
Little Whip Snake 


Frank Scheelings observed a Little 
Whip Snake under the carpet at his 
home in Highton. 


And Frank's comment? 


"A pleasant change from the tiger 
snakes" Oo 
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JUNE 


... With Joe Hubbard 


Fairy Penquins; Early 
Wattles; Propeller Plants; 
Hovering Hawks; Little 
Eagles; A Winter Bird List; 
Boxes of Mistletoe; 
Cormorants' Parade. 


Fairy Penguins: 

Last year at this time there was a 
cluster of Fairy Penguin sightings 
around Corio Bay and even in 
Hovell's Creek at Limeburners Bay. 
One wonders if they are regular 
visitors or that the 1995 sightings 
were just an aberration. 


The elevated car parks at Eastern 
Beach and Eastern Park provide a 
good gull's view, whilst a closer view 
for penguin spotting would be from 
our piers and jetties. 


Wattles: 

June marks the start of the grand 
parade of flowering wattles 
continuing through until early 
summer. (You can probably find 
some wattle in flower at any time of 
‘the year.) 


While looking for honeyeaters 
visiting the flowering lronbarks, 
Eucalyptus tricarpa in the Ironbark 
Basin Anglesea, look down and 
around for a couple of early 
fiowering heathland wattles. 


One is the Sweet Wattle Acacia 
suaveolens, shrubby with thick, erect 
leaves, distinctive buds and cream 
ball flowers. 


The later flowering Varnish Wattle 
Acacia verniciflua, sometimes called 
Willow Wattle because of its growing 
habit, has two-veined lance shaped 
leaves and primrose to golden- 
yellow flower balls. 


The aptly named Propeller Plant or 
Winged Spyridium Spyridium 
vexilliferum, has tiny woolly-white 
heads of flowers with distinctive 
white floral leaves. This little shrub 
is found more towards the coastal 
heathlands. An Angair plant list has 
its peak flowering time as January. 


Hovering Hawks: 

A hunting Brown Falcon 
interrupted our morning walk 
along the Barwon to Fyansford 
(23/5/96). In typical fashion it 
interspersed wingbeats with long 
glides, some half-stoops with 
talons outstretched (flushing 
birds?), several stints of awkward 
looking hovering, a short 
ineffectual chase of a small bird, 
followed by a contemplative perch 
on a small shrub. 


When compared to the hovering 
techniques of the beautiful grey 
and white Black-shouldered Kite 
or the smaller rufous backed 
Nankeen Kestrel, the Falcon is 


downright clumsy. 


Raptors can be nomadic but there 
is always a good chance of seeing 
one whilst walking the Barwon or 
out driving. | have seen a Black- 
shouldered Kite on the Melbourne 
side of the West Gate Bridge 
completely oblivious to the heavy 
traffic movement and noise. Joy 
to a weary traveller! 


From diary - Little River - You 
Yangs 1/6/95: 

"Pair of Australian  Kestrels 
(Nankeen) hovering and hunting. 
Brown Falcon sitting on a rock pile 
waiting for something to happen". 


If out Fyansford way keep an eye 


out for Little Eagles. There is a. 


good chance you will see these. 


White and Brown Goshawks are 
also a possibility. 


Winter Bird List: 

Keep a diary of natural events? 
Bird or plant lists? If not how 
about starting with a winter count 
of your garden birds. Once a 
week, for four weeks, record the 
species and numbers. If you are 
relaxed about it you could hand in 
your list on one of the club's 
observation forms for its records. 
Label it Winter Bird List. 


Some possible sightings - 

Golden Whistler, Pardalotes, New 
Holland Honeyeater, White- 
plumed Honeyeater, Grey Fantail, 
Magpie, Magpie-lark (Mudlark), 
Red Wattlebird, ^ Silvereye, 
Crimson Rosella, Little Raven, 
Pied Currawong,  Gang-gang 
Cockatoo etc. 


Box Mistletoe: 

Amyema miquelii a 3 metre long 
mistletoe grows in open pendulous 
clumps on its host tree. Its bronze 
green leaves (new growth) look 
rather attractive against the other 
darker or duller greens of the bush. 
It has orange-red flowers which 
Valda Dedman describes as 
“brilliant- magnificent”. 


One of the places to find this 
mistletoe would be the You Yangs. 
Turn right on to the Grand Circle 
Drive and drive until you come to the 
Cressy Guliy Road. A walk down 
this road can be a most productive 
nature ramble. Cressy Gully Road is . 
just below the Stockyards area. 
Drooping Mistletoe Amyema 
pendulum, similar to Box Mistletoe 
but larger, is coming into flower 
along Gum Flat Road, Anglesea. 


Cormorants: 


Balyang Sanctuary adjacent to 
Princes Bridge over the Barwon, is 
the place to go to see hundreds of 
cormorants returning to roost after a 
day at sea. Be in a front stall’s seat 
by 4.45 p.m. and wait for the show to 
start. Ofcourse there are supporting 
acts. 


Complied with the assistance of 
Valda Dedman and Gordon 
McCarthy. 

m| 


Program Change... 


The speakers at the July and 
August General Meetings have 


July Graeme Stockton will speak 


about “Barrow and Monte 
Bello Islands” 


August Tony Robinson from the 


E.P.A. will speak on 
“Protecting Geelong’s 
Environment” and Carl 
Schaller, who has now retired, 
will be our guest for the 
evening. 


GEELONG NATURALIST 


BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


28 May 1996 


Our speaker for this meeting was 
Marilyn Hewish who gave us 
information about the birds, fauna 
and flora. weather and climate plus 
landforms in the Northern Territory. 
Marilyn and Margaret Cameron 
travelled to Darwin in December as 
part of a conference. 


This part of Australia experiences two 
main seasons; the "wet" and the 
"dry". Little rain falls between April 
and October and during this time 
waders are not present, breeding 
ceases and many water birds move 
away. From November to January, 
the build up begins to the true "wet" 
season. Frequent evening storms 
start to fill the water holes and this is 
the trigger for many species to start 
breeding. The waders return in large 
numbers. By the end of January, the 
waterholes have flooded to connect 
together in vast floodplains that teem 
with birdlife. 


Marilyn introduced us to some of the 
common birds found in the Darwin 
area. They included: 
Brown Honeyeater 
Rufous-banded Honeyeater 
Bar-breasted Honeyeater 
Figbirds (Lemon breasted 
form) 
Red-collared Lorikeets 
Torresian Imperial-Pigeon 
Yellow White-eye 
In the mangrove area, the beautiful 
Red-headed Honeyeater could be 
found. The Crimson Finch was a 
resident of the many stands of 
Pandanus palms that grow in Darwin. 


From Darwin, Marilyn and Margaret 
moved south east to Fogg Dam 
which provided some special new 
observations such as: 

Rajah Shellduck 

Magpie Goose 

White-browed Crake 

Jacana 

Rainbow Pitta 

Pacific Baza 
This site included large numbers of 
wetland birds plus birds of the 
rainforest as a walking path has been 
constructed in to the forest area 
beside the dam. 


The conference group stayed at the 
Kapalga Research Station in 
Kakadu National Park for several 
days. The forest near this site was 
regularly burned which gave new 
undergrowth each year amongst 
the open forest. Birds seen here 
included: 

Black-tailed Treecreeper 

Partridge Pigeon 

Oriental Cuckoo 

Helmeted Friarbird 

Yellow Oriole 

Varied Lorikeet 


On the flood plain sections of the 
park, different species were noted: 
Little Curlews 
Letterwing Kite 
Broad-billed Flycatcher 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle: 
Oriental Pratincole 
Little Kingfisher 
Pied Heron 
Pygmy Goose 
Black-necked Stork 


Sandstone escarpents rose up 
above the flood plains and this 
special type of habitat is the only 
place where the following birds are 
found: 
Sandstone Shrike-Thrush 
Chestnut-quilled Rock- 
Pigeon 
White-lined Honeyeater 
Banded Pigeon 


After returning to Darwin, the 
birdwatching pair then set off south 
to Pine Creek. Amongst the open 
forest interspersed by large termite 
mounds, several species were 
seen including: 

Silver-crowned Friarbird 

Northern Rosella 

Hooded Parrot 
The Hooded Parrot is only found in 
the "Top end". The spectacular 
plumage makes it an easy bird to 
Spot. 


Marilyn suffered from a badly 
bruised leg and found the heat at 
that time of the year to be quite 
stressful, but the bird life that she 
displayed certainly made us all 
keen to take a visit to the "Top End 
in the Green Season". Thank you 
Marilyn for your interesting 
presentation. 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


Habitat: April 1996 ACF. Campaign 
trails - ACF's campaign activities 
include calling for a prohibition on 
public funding for herbicide tolerance 
research and a ban on genetically 
engineered herbicide-tolerant crops. 
Danish research has shown that 
herbicide tolerant genes engineered 
into crops to protect them from 
chemical sprays readily jump to 
related weeds, creating superweeds, 
for which other herbicides are 
required. This "chemical cocktail" 
approach has already established 
Australia as one of only two countries 
with multi-tolerant weeds. 


"Dead Centre or Living Heart?" an 
article compiled by Richard Lodger & 
Mark Stafford Smith noting the many 
problems facing some 7096 of this 
continent, and the urgent need for 
action on pastoral management of 
range lands, protection of arid land 
biodiversity, desert wetlands, and 
tourism strategy. 


"Forgotten Forest Creatures” by 
Tavis Potts & Christopher Kennedy 
focuses on forest invertebrates. New 
research shows that an estimated 
number of Australian invertebrate 
species has increased from around 
225,000 to a likely one million, and 
eucalypt forests are likely to account 
for a significant proportion of these. 


Anaair Inc Newsletter April 1996, 
Denham Track is featured in the "Get 
to know our tracks segment”. 
Approximately 10km long, it leads 
from Gum Flat Road and winds 
through a variety of vegetative 
communities. 


Other April issues available:- 
The Bird Observer 
Whirrakee 

Newsletters:- 

Friends of Brisbane Ranges 
N T Nature Territory 

Trust for Nature Conservation 
Bulletin 

RAOU Report No 90 - A national 
plan for shorebird 
conservation in Australia 
(1993). 


BIODIVERSITY GROUP 


... Ade Foster 


Our May meeting on the 22nd broke 
ali records. with an even dozen 
attending to hear Grant Baverstock 
talk on his favourite topic 
Mammals. Grant's presentation was 
about the bats of the Geelong region 
and was accompanied by some very 
informative charts and slides. 


There are believed to be 18 species 
occurring in the region, and these are 
divided into various groups 
determined by a number of factors. 
They can be separated by their tails, 
(sheath-tailed, free-tailed etc.) and 
also by their feeding behaviours, 
known as guilds of which there are 
four types. 


Aerial Intercept guild: 

These are fast flying bats feeding 
above the tree canopy and will 
deviate slightly from their path if an 
insect is echo-located. They are 
represented by three species in the 
Geelong region. 


Aerial Pursuit guild: 

These are smaller, very mobile bats 
which actively pursue their prey in 
and around the canopy and 
understorey. The majority of 
Geelong's bats fall into this category 
with ten representatives. 


Gleaning guild: 

These bats scramble about in the 
understorey and on the ground 
hunting their prey. There are three 
Geelong bats in this group. 


Frugivore/Nectivore guild: 

Fruit and nectar feeders, the fruit- 
bats or flying foxes ... two in the 
Geelong region. 


Analysis of the droppings of captured 
bats in Tasmania suggests that the 
main fare of our local insectivorous 


bats comes from the orders 
Lepidoptera (moths), Coleoptera 
(beetles), Hymenoptera/Isoptera 


(ants and termites), Diptera (flies and 
mosquitoes), Trichoptera 
(caddisflies) and Hemiptera (true 
bugs). 

Interestingly, at one test site, 25% of 
the bats' diet was caterpillars. These 
bats were of the aerial pursuit guild 


and exactly how the caterpillars 
were located and captured is 
unknown. 


Bats consume about 2/3 of their 
body weight in insects each night. 
Consider the Bent-wing bats at 
Naracoorte, estimated to number 
between 350,00 and 500,000. Each 
bat weighs around 14 grams and so 
consumes about 9 grams of insects 
each night. This means that the 
colony consumes between 3.2 and 
4.6 tonnes of insects each night! 


Contrary to popular belief this is the 
only species in the Geelong region 
which requires caves to roost. The 
others use tree hollows, loose bark, 
house and shed roofs, even roost 
boxes. 


Grant spoke of trapping and 
tracking methods, identification 
procedures, and brought along a 
tape of bat calls made with an 
electronic — bat-detector which 
transforms the bats' calls to a level 
which can be heard by humans. As 
most bats have a distinctive range 
of calls, this is an invaluable device 
for determining what is around at 
any given time. 


Surprisingly, bats seem to be 
unperturbed by trapping and 
handling and have been observed 
feeding again within seconds of 
release. 


The habitat and roosting needs of 
bats was discussed in some detail, 
and Grant is currently beginning 
work with artificial roosts for bats. 
This is an area of concern for all 
native animals and plans for nest- 
boxes for many locally occurring 
species are available from the Bio- 
diversity group. 


Li 
July Issue... 


Valda Dedman will give us 
the latest local news on 
the great Mistletoe quest 


... Ade Foster has written 
an article with the 
intriguing title of “The Sad 
Little Wetland” 

[m] 
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Wader Counting 
... Barry Lingham 
Margaret Cameron has been 


coordinating the summer and winter 
wader counts for over ten years and 
this data has allowed long term 
trends to be monitored. Last 
summer's overall count was very low, 
with fewer Curlew Sandpipers and 
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers noted. |t 
seems that the Curlew Sandpipers 
had a poor breeding season and the 
Sharpies were in high numbers at 
inland NSW wetlands. 


The value of the long term data was 
emphasised when Margaret was able 
to show the necessity of a range of 
wetlands to the survival of large 
numbers of waders. The data clearly 
shows that the waders visit differing 
sites depending upon the tides, wind 
direction and strength, salinity levels 
and other factors. The various 
wetlands around the western side of 
the bay form one system used by the 
waders. 


Margaret, representing the G.F.N.C., 
presented this information as part of 
the submission to the panel hearing 
into the siting of a chemical storage 
complex at Point Lillias. The 
importance of wetlands like Point 
Lillias as a link in the chain of 
wetlands was able to be backed up by 
the data that Margaret has 
meticulously collected over the 
years. 


Any one who can help out with this 
winters wader count can contact 
Margaret on 299 792. The count is 
on June 29 and 30. 


m) 


Report of May Meeting with 
Sid Cowling... 


Since the magazine is bulging at the 
seams, this item has had to be held 
over until next month. 


Our thanks-to Dennis Greenwell who 
stepped in during Roy Whiteside's 
absence to prepare the report from 
an audio tape — not an easy task. 
Thank you Dennis. 


im 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
1995/96 


... Claire McCormick ; 


First, | would like to thank the 
members of the Committee for their 
commitment to the continued smooth 
running of the club. Thanks also go 
to members who volunteered their 
help with the many activities and 
duties; meetings could be an 
absolute shambles if the many 
different things were not attended to. 


[I would again like to thank Ture 
Hergstrom for his commitment as 
President for the 15 months to 
August, 1995. | would also like to 
thank retiring members of the 
Committee, we are sorry to see you 
go, but look forward to seeing you 
continue in the other aspects of the 
Club's activities. 


The members of the Plant Group 
participated in the Botanic Guardians 
Project. Surveys of rail reserves 
were completed and the folio of 
results presented to DCNR. 


The Biodiversity Group has been 
conducting a survey of coconut ants 
at Inverleigh Flora and Fauna 
Reserve, with a view to identifying 
whether the Small Ant Blue Butterfly 
exists there or could perhaps be 
introduced, if the habitat is found to 
be suitable. We were very pleased to 
have Professor Tim New from 
Latrobe University join one of our 
workshop and discussion meetings. 
Members of this group have also 
been involved with Waterwatch. This 
has included water quality testing and 
aquatic invertebrate assesment at 
Jerringot. A survey of terrestrial 
invertebrates is also currently being 
undertaken. 


We have had many varied and 
interesting speakers at both the 
General and Bird Group meetings. 
Thanks go to Dick Southcombe and 
Margaret Cameron for organising 
them. 


We were delighted to see Seaview 
Park, Belmont saved from 
development through the dedicated 
efforts of the local residents, GFNC 
members and a visiting field 
naturalist, Noel Schleiger with his 
expertise in the geomorphology of 
the area. 


There have also been a number of 
other significant events and 
involvements. The club par- 
ticipated in the formulation of the 
new Management Strategy for 
Point Addis. We made a 
submission expressing opposition 
to the proposed Point Lillias 
Chemical Storage Facility. The 
club, together with many user 
groups, including local, state and 
national conservation, scientific, 
SCUBA diving organisations and 
residents of this region, was 
involved in making a submission to 
create a Marine Park in the 
southern end of Port Phillip Bay. 
We also made submissions of 
recommendation: on eco-tourism 
and subdivision of Wandana 
Heights along the Barwon River to 
The City of Greater Geelong. 
Members were also involved in the 
partial removal of geese and 
mallards from Balyang Sanctuary. 
Added to this, is the ongoing 
management and improvement to 
the Jerringot Wetland . Although 
our submission for funding of 
interpretive signs on the walking 
tracks and a display case in the 
birdhide at Jerringot was rejected 
by DCNR, we are exploring other 
sources of funding. 


As you will see by the new 
programme in the coming year, we 
have many interesting speakers to 
enlighten us and a variety of places 
to visit on our excursions. There is 
certain to be something of interest 
for everyone in the months ahead. 
| look forward to seeing you all. 
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Wedge-tailed Eagle 


Dave King comments on an 
observation form that this eagle is 
“not usually seen" in the Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve. 


Correct, as usual Dave. 

Of 81 sightings on record the only 
ones from OGNR are your own in 
March '91and '96 and Gordon 
McCarthy in May '92. 


Oo 


CLUB NOTES 
... Claire McCormick 
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Now that you have two issues of the 
new magazine to examine, we invite 
all members to make written 
comments and feedback for 
consideration by the Publishing 
Committee. 


The Committee wishes to thank Ade 
Foster for getting the ball rolling with 
the indexing of the 20 back issues of 
"The Geelong Naturalist". There is 
still work to be done and then thev 
will be printed and available for 
financial members. 


Rachel Keary has put together a very 
professional looking submission of 
recommendations on the Wandana 
Heights Structure Plan, complete 
with photographs, for consideration 
by the City of Greater Geelong. 


We wish to thank Rachel, Graeme 
Tribe, Valda Dedman and Trevor 
Pescott. The Committee — ha: 
requested that copies be made fo: 
both Deakin and our club libraries. 
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Jerringot 


...a change of plans by 
Dennis Greenwell 


Would you please accept my 
apologies for announcing that the 
next working bee at Jerringot was to 
take place on the weekend of our 
Club campout. The revised date is 
now 29th June from 9 a.m. 
onwards, when we hope to do 
similar work to last month and also 
discuss some ideas about what 
plants we might start propagating this 
Winter. | have already begun 
myself, with about a hundred tangled 
lignum cuttings and sown a tray full 
of woolly tea tree, which are being 
cared for at the Barwon Water 
Nursery. These will be ready for 
planting-out in the Spring. 
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THE BIRDS OF EASTERN PARK, GEELONG. 
NOTEWORTHY BREEDING EVENTS III _ 


INTRODUCTION 


This article details eight noteworthy additions to the list of 
bird species breeding in Eastern Park from December 
1979 to December 1994, and a new host for the sole 
breeding species of cuckoo in the park. 


Notes on a breeding attempt by a pair of Sacred 
Kingfisher are also included. 


RESULTS 
White-faced Heron Egretta novaehollandiae 


In 1983 (Morley 1983) | classified this species as 
occasional. Over the period from December 1979 to 
March 1993 it has been recorded on 132 occasions out of 
300 visits (44.096 (Morley unpubli. data)). During the 
Spring/Summer period of 1991/92 and 1992/93, these 
herons have been found breeding successfully in a stand 
of pines Pinus radiata in the park. 


November 10, 1991 two active nests were found in trees 
approximately 12 metres apart. At the first nest (15m in 
a 18m Pinus radiata), two large, almost adult size, 
juveniles with some white down around their heads were 
1-2m away from the nest. An hour later (1200 EDST) 
both young were back on the nest. 


November 11, 1300 hours, both young were on the nest 
and on November 14, 1300 hours, the two young were in 
the nest tree approximately 1 metre from the nest. 


November 16, at 1000 hours and again at 1630, no birds 
were observed in the nest tree. 


November 17, at 1800, two juveniles were found in two 
separate P. radiata approximately 20m from the nest tree. 
One of the juveniles was observed being fed by an adult. 


January 6, 1992 at 1000 EDST, two adults were observed 
in the nest tree, with one at the nest which was then joined 
by the second bird which momentarily stayed then flew 
off. The first bird now alone at the nest began gardening, 
pulling and pecking at sticks in the nest with its beak. 


At 2000 on January 6, and at 1930 on January 12, a bird 
was sitting on the nest. 


The outcome of this second attempt is not known and | 
would. presume it was the same pair of birds though ! 
cannot be certain. Marchant and Higgins (1990) note two 
records of inconclusive evidence of the same pair re- 
using the same nest. 


by Craig Morley 


In the second nest (14m in an 18m Pinus canariensis) a 
nestling could be observed on eight occasions between 
November 10 and 24. No adult was observed in 
attendance during this period. 


November 27, at 1930, a fledgling with down on the head 
was seen 0.5m from the nest. 


November 30, at 1850 the fledgling, still with some down 
on the head was 1m from the nest. 


December 4, at 2015 the juvenile flew into the nest tree. 


December 6, my attention was attracted by grunt-like 
calls from the juvenile which was found in the nest tree 
with its head under its right wing. 


December 10, at 1930, the juvenile still with down around 
its head and shoulders was perched in the nest tree. At 
2015 it was chased and harassed by a female Australian 
Hobby Falco longipennis and two fledglings (a male and 
female recently fledged from nest approximately 15m 
away). 


December 16 at 1900 the juvenile with down was in the 
nest tree. 


The following is a summary of notes made during the 
1992/93 breeding season. 


On September 5, at 1430, pair changed over on nest, 
presumably incubating at a nest in a 12m Pinus radiata at 
a height of 10m, but with a 20m P. radiata overgrowing it 
and giving protection from the south west. 


A pair change-over was observed on September 12, at 
1610, when the relieving bird gardened on the nest, 
probing its beak into the nest for approximately two 
minutes, then apparently pecked something on the nest 
5-6 times then settled on it. 


There was no clear evidence of young until September 20 
when the relieving parent bird, after a change-over, fed 
two nestlings. Two nestlings with grey/white down could 
be clearly seen on September 25. Only one nestling 
could be seen stretching and flapping wings and walking 
along a branch near the nest on October 11. The nestling 
was observed making a "begging dance" (October 13, 
1600 hours) uttering a low pitched begging noise while 
moving about on the nest and up to one metre away from 
it and then returning. It was dancing, flapping its wings 
and lifting its legs high, and directing the display towards 
an adult perched approximately 10m away in another 
tree. 
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A further interaction between the nestling and an adult 
occurred on October 16. The nestling was uttering a 
buzzing call from the nest, and an adult from a nearby 
tree was uttering a "gaw. gaw. gaw" call. possibly to 
encourage the young bird to leave the nest. 


The juvenile was out of the nest on October 26, perched 
0.5m from the nest. It was first seen out of the nest tree. 
in a neighbouring tree on 29 October 1992. although it 
did return to the nest to be fed two days later. 


At this stage the pair of adult birds were- observed 
courting and collecting nest sticks while at least one of 
them was still feeding the fledgling. The new nest was 
being built in a Pinus radiata approximately 20m from 
the first nest and copulation was observed at 1020 on 
November 28. 


During this time, occasional observations were made of 
another pair of White-faced Herons which had three 
noisy. begging. well developed and feathered nestlings 
on November 15. It may well have been this pair which 
was observed courting and collecting sticks on 
December 2 and 3. 


There were at least two nesting pairs, possibly three or 
four, active in the same area of Pinus trees from 
September 1992 to February 1993 although their activity 
was not synchronised. This species also bred 
successfully in the same area in the Spring/Summer 
period 1993/94. 


Nankeen Night Heron Nycticorax caledonicus 


A roost of this species "has been known to local residents 
since 1974" (Morley 1983) and evidence of attempted 
breeding has been found (Morley 1987). 


Breeding has now been confirmed with the discovery of 
a well developed and feathered nestling in a nest at a 
height of 16m in one of the roost trees, an 18m Pinus 
pinea on March 28, 1993. The nestling could be clearly 
seen moving about on the nest, flapping its wings. 
The following food items were found on the ground under 
the nest: 

two 5cm Flounder Pseudorhombus sp. 

one 20cm Garfish Hyporhampus sp. 

one 10cm " ^ 

one 10cm unidentified species 

one Mussel shell. 


On the April 8, 1993, the juvenile was first seen 
approximately 1m from the nest. It then walked and 
flapped back to the nest and five minutes later it was 
observed darting its beak at nearby twigs while standing 
on the nest. 


Under the nest on this occasion were: 
one 10cm Flounder Pseudorhombus sp. 
one 15cm English Redfin Perch Perca fluiatilis 


No birds were observed in the nest tree on May 15, 
though up to 10 adults were observed roosting in nearby 
trees in June. Also an adult in prime condition, with 
breeding plumes. was disturbed in daylight while 
foraging at the water's edge of the nearby Salvation 
Army Geelong Institute of Training (S.A.G.I.T.) (formerly 
Institute of Education Administration) lagoon on October 
31, 1992. 


Galah Cacatua roseicapilla 


This species was classified as occasional in 1983 
(Morley 1983). Since this time the species has been 
recorded more frequently and observed inspecting 
suitable nesting hollows (Morley 1987). 


The following observations typify those made in recent 
years which indicate that this species has bred 
Successfully in Eastern Park. 


November 17, 1991 
At least 3 juveniles in large pine Pinus sp. at 
south end of Salvation Army Geelong Institute of 
Training, S.A.G.I.T. (formally Institute of 
Educational Administration |.E.A.). Two with 
more grey on upper breast begging from adult 
pair, one was fed by male adult. 


September 16, 1992 
Pair investigating hollow in Sugar Gum 
Eucalyptus cladocalyx west of Botanic Gardens. 


September 18,1992 
Pair in north east of park courting with head 
bowing, crest and wing raising for 2-3 minutes. 


October 27, 1992 
Pair in same area copulating then allopreening 
with the male pecking the female on the back of 
the neck. 


November 12, 1992 
Pair in eucalypt on golf course with four 
juveniles, one of which was almost constantly 
begging. The two adults flew off calling followed 
by the four juveniles flying strongly. 


March 11, 1993 
Whingeing juvenile fed repeatedly by female 
adult. 


Early December, 1993 
Nestling Galahs seen being fed by at least one 
adult in Sugar Gum hollow in southern end of 
park (Doug Gaylard pers. comm.) 


December 9, 1993 
Two recently fledged Galahs whingeing and 
begging from adults within 50m of this nest. 
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Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx lucidus 


In 1983 | classified this species as "a common Spring- 
Summer migrant which breeds in the park" (Morley 
1983). 


Over the period from December 1979 to January 1994, 
Shining  Bronze-Cuckoos have been recorded 
successfully breeding in 12 out of 15 seasons, with 
begging juveniles or immatures being fed by host 
species 


The three Spring/Summer periods when evidence of 
successful breeding was not recorded were:- 


1982/83 Severe drought through south-eastern 
Australia. 

1988/89 Only two observation visits during 
Spring/Summer. 

1990/91 No December observation visits. 


Breeding and hosti species Gaia are summarised in 
TABLE 1. 


It is interesting to note that of 20 young Shining Bronze- 
Cuckoos observed being fed by host species. 18 were fed 
by Yellow-rumped Thornbills Acanthiza chrysorrhoa and 
two by Yellow Thornbills A. nana. 


These data clearly show that the Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
is not in fact exclusively parasitic on Yellow-rumped 
Thornbills in the park as | had previously suggested 
(Morley 1983). 


TABLE 1 


Tawny Frogmouth Podargus strigoides 


In 1983 the Tawny Frogmouth was included in the list of 
Eastern Park birds on the basis of one record of a live 
specimen found on the ground after high winds (Morley 
1983). 


More recently | have received occasional reports of birds 
active at dusk and later e.g. :- Sept 1990, March/April 
1991, February/March 1992 and August/September 1992 
(Pers. comm. Margaret Cameron, Bruce Ricketts, lan 
Rogers and Syd. Strauch). 


On December 16, 1991, three Geelong High School 
students Matthew Carroll, Justin Trudgeon and Mark 
Vassiliou found two adults and two very well developed 
juveniles on low perches in a Blue Cedar Cedrus sp. near 
the Botanic Gardens. They were pleased to be able to 
show me their find, although | was unable to reiocate 
these birds during visits to the area on later dates. 


This constitutes the first breeding record of the Tawny 
Frogmouth in Eastern Park. 


On February 9, 1993, | found one adult roosting beside 
two juveniles with downy tufts in a Pinus radiata. | saw 
them again in the same vicinity on February 14 and then 
only the adult on March 11. The birds could not be 
relocated in the area after this date. 


On October 30, 1993, one adult bird was found in the 
same group of P. radiata and on the next day two 2/3 
grown down-covered juveniles were perched side by side 
within 1m of two adults. 


Breeding data for the Shining Bronze-Cuckoo in Eastern Park, Geelong from December 1979 to January 1994. 


SPRING- EARLIEST | No. OF No. OF TOTAL No. HOST EARLIEST DATE 
SUMMER RECORD JUVENILES IMMATURES YOUNG PER YOUNG FED 
SEASON OF ADULT FED FED SEASON 
79/80 DEC 1 0 1 YRT DEC. 
80/81 OCT 14 0 2 2 YRT DEC 1 
81/82 SEP 12 3 0 3 YRT DEC 8 
82/83 OCT 24 0 0 0 NO BREEDING 
83/84 DEC 7 0 1 (1) 2 YRT DEC 7 
84/85 OCT 6 1 (1) 0 2 YRT DEC 16 
85/86 AUG 18 2 0 2 YRT DEC 7 
86/87 OCT 4 1 0 1 YRT FLEDGED NOV 15-17* 
87/88 DEC 16 2 0 2 YRT DEC 16 
88/89 DEC 18 0 0 0 ONLY TWO VISITS 
89/90 NOV 1 1 0 1 YRT DEC 20 
90/91 SEP 9 0 0 0 NO DEC VISITS 
91/92 OCT 4 1 (1)1 0 3 YRT/YT NOV 16 
92/93 AUG 28 1/1 0 2 YRT/YT NOV 28 
93/94 SEP 25 2 0 2 YRT FLEDGED NOV 24-28* 
TOTALS 17(2) 3(1) 23 
LEGEND: * = Cuckoo nestling found. 

YRT = Yellow Rumped Thornbill 

YT = Yellow Thornbill 


Numbers in brackets indicate birds not seen being fed. 


In 1991/92 and 1992/93 season, figures on left of stroke fed by YRT, on right of stroke fed by YT. 


GEELONG NATURALIST 


From this date until December 15, the two adults and 
two juveniles were observed perched within 3-4m of 
each other. 


On January 7. 1994, three birds were observed in the 
area of P. radiata. One bird was in cryptic pose but the 
other two, one of which was noticeably paler. was 
scratching and preening and the second was yawning 
with its beak wide open. They did not adopt their cryptic 
poses until they were aware of my presence. 


These two birds were presumably the immatures still 
roosting with at least one adult. This observation, 11 
weeks after the initial observation (October 30, 1993) of 
the immatures as 2/3 adult size juveniles, is interesting 
in the light of the comment in Hollands (1991) that "Post 
fledging: Probably dependant on parents for no more 
than two weeks". This may well be the case with these 
birds but it is interesting to note they were still roosting 
with at least one parent at least 11 weeks after fiedging. 


This was the last time the Frogmouths were seen in the 
area. 


On December 24, 1993, the two juveniles were not seen 
but the two adults were perched approximately 3/4m 
apart on separate branches at 14m in an 18m P. radiata. 
They were briefly harassed by at least two possibly three 
Magpie-Larks Grallina cyanoleuca for a period of 3-4 
minutes. The Magpie-Larks (one at a time) were calling 
loudly and hovering to within approximately 3/4m of the 
Frogmouths. The Frogmouths responded by uttering a 
gargling hiss with open beaks pointed at the Magpie- 
Larks. The Magpie-Larks were tending an active nest in 
an adjacent P. radiata within 10m of the Tawny 
Frogmouths. 


The following is a summary of observations made in the 
same area through the 1994/95 breeding season. 


On August 28, 1994 a bird was observed on nest which 
was unattended on August 21, then on September 19 
the adult bird on the nest was noted to be sitting 
noticeably higher giving an incubation period of at least 
23 days and no more than 29 days (Incubation 28 - 32 
days Shodde and Mason 1980). This was again the 
case on September 25, although no young could be 
Seen. On October 16 an adult was on the nest with at 
least two nestlings. Two young were observed on the 
nest on October 25 and on November 4 roosting with 
both parents approximately 15m from the nest tree. On 
October 16, a warm, humid and still day, the adult could 
be heard calling from the rest. 


The birds were not relocated after the November 4 
observation. ; 


Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaeguineae 


Breeding by Laughing Kookaburras in Eastern Park was 
confirmed with a nest found in a Sugar Gum Eucalyptus 
cladocalyx west of the Botanic Gardens and a juvenile 
seen being fed in the Botanic Gardens during spring and 
early summer of 1992 (lan Rogers pers. comm.). 


Mention has been made previously of this species at 
least attempting to breed in Eastern Park in recent years 
(Morley 1983 and 1990). 


Sacred Kingfisher Todiramphus sanctus 


The following observations confirm that a pair of Sacred 
Kingfishers have at least attempted to breed in the 
Botanic Gardens. 


in November 1993 a pair of these birds excavated a nest 
chamber in the base of a foam filled decay column of an 
Elm Ulmus sp. 


Towards the end of November, courtship feeding was 
observed on several occasions with the male feeding 
damselflies to the female (Grant Baverstock and lan 
Rogers pers. comm.). 


The pair remained for the first week of December in an 
area just to the west of the Botanic Gardens but were not 
observed after December 8, 1993. 


White-plumed Honeyeater Lichenostomus 


penicillatus 


In 1983 | stated that the White-plumed Honeyeater was 
"an uncommon Autumn and Winter visitor, apparently 
becoming more numerous" (Morley 1983). 


In 1993 | considered this species to be well established 
in the eucalypts planted around the lagoon during 1984. 


During January 1992 | recorded the following 
observations of breeding behaviour. On January 6 two 
adults visiting a nest at a height of 2.5m in a 3m eucalypt 
sapling. No nestlings could be seen. Later on the same 
day as | approached the nest site a bird gave an alarm 
call and | found an adult sitting on the nest and a juvenile 
bird of adult size with a pale base to the bill and no 
plume came within 3m of the nest calling loudly. On 
January 11 the bird was off the nest and on January 26 
the nest was empty. 


These observations would constitute the first breeding 
record of the White-plumed Honeyeater in Eastern Park 
since Charles Belcher recorded it breeding in the period 
1887-1912 (Belcher 1914). 
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Eastern Spinebill Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris 


The Eastern Spinebill has been classified as an Autumn- 
Winter visitor to Eastern Park and in particular the 
Botanic Gardens (Morley 1983), with occasional spring 
records. 


Through the Spring and Summer period from September 
1993 at least one pair was resident in the Botanic 
Gardens and bred successfully. 


individual birds were seen in the vicinity of the Director 
of the Botanic Gardens residence in September 1993, 
collecting spiders webs and nesting material and in 
October, collecting insects ( lan Rogers pers. comm.). 


On October 17 an immature bird, pale uniform fawn and 
with a pale yellow gape and base to bill, begging from an 
adult. It was not observed being fed. 


These observations constitute the first breeding record 
for the Eastern Spinebill in Eastern Park. 


This species also successfully bred in spring of 1994 with 
an observation of one begging young being fed by an 
adult in the Botanic Gardens on October 25, 1994. 


Clamorous Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus stenoreus 


In 1990, referring to the Reed Warbler, | stated "It seems 
reasonable to assume ...that this species probably bred 
at the lagoon..."(Morley 1990). 


Indeed breeding has been confirmed with a begging 
juvenile being fed by an adult in an Acacia adjacent to 
the reed bed of the S.A.G.I.T. lagoon on January 6, 
1992. They also bred in the Spring/Summer period of 
1992/93 with two begging fledglings observed being fed 
by two adults on the edge of the S.A.G.I.T. reed bed on 
February 14, 1993. 


Discussion 


In the period from November 1991 to December 1994, 
six species (White-faced Heron, Nankeen Night Heron, 
Galah, Tawny Frogmouth, Clamorous Reed-Warbler and 
Eastern Spinebill) have been confirmed breeding for the 
first time and two species (Laughing Kookaburra and 
White-plumed Honeyeater) have been confirmed as 
breeding species in the park for the first time in over 
eighty years. The Shining Bronze-Cuckoo which was 
considered to be solely parasitic on the Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill was found on two separate occasions 
parasitising the Yellow Thornbill. Furthermore the 
Sacred Kingfisher has attempted to breed, a species 
which was recorded breeding by Belcher in the period 
1887-1912. 


A total of 36 species have now been recorded breeding 
in Eastern Park (Table 2) and one species has at least 
attempted to breed. Four other species have probably 
bred in Eastern Park (Table 3). 
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It is also interesting to note that at least two, if not more, 
pairs of White-faced Herons have successfully bred in 
Eastern Park in each of the 1991/92 and 1992/93 
breeding seasons with one pair apparently re-using the 
same nest for a second breeding attempt in the same 
year. 


It is pleasing to record the successful breeding of the 
Nankeen Night Heron. A roost of this species has been 
known in the park for at least twenty years. Furthermore 
it is worth noting the marine and freshwater food items 
collected under the nest. To forage in a marine 
environment the birds would need to fly approximately 
750m to forage in Stingaree Bay, however to forage in 
freshwater (for species such as Redfin) the birds would 
need to fly at least 3 km (6 km round trip) to the Barwon 
River and Jerringot (formerly Belmont Common). 


It is pleasing to know that although the Tawny Frogmouth 
is rarely seen in the park the species is apparently 
resident and breeding successfully. 
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TABLE 2 


Species which have bred in Eastern Park in the period December 1979 to December 1994 (36 species). 


* Recorded breeding by Charles Belcher in the period 1887-1912. 
* Sacred Kingfisher has attempted to breed. 


White-faced Heron 
Nankeen Night Heron 
Australian Hobby 
Buff-banded Rail 
Dusky Moorhen 
Masked Lapwing 
Feral Pigeon 
Spotted Turtle-Dove 
Galah 
Shining Bronze-cuckoo 
Tawny Frogmouth 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Sacred Kingfisher 
White-browed Scrub-wren 
Brown Thornbill 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Yellow Thornbill 
Striated Thornbill 
Red Wattlebird 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
Eastern Spinebill 
Magpie-Lark 
Grey Fantail 
Willie Wagtail 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 
Little Raven 
House Sparrow 

` European Goldfinch 
European Greenfinch 
Welcome Swallow 
Clamorous Reed-Warbler 
Silvereye 
Common Blackbird 
Common Starling 


TABLE 3 


Egretta novaehollandiae 
Nycticorax caledonicus 
Falco longipennis 
Gallirallus philippensis 
Gallinula tenebrosa 
Vanellus miles 

Columba livia 

Streptopelia chinensis 
Cacatua roseicapilla 
Chrysococcyx lucidus 
Podargus strigoides 
Dacelo novaeguineae 
Todiramphus sanctus 
Sericornis frontalis 
Acanthiza pusilla 
Acanthiza chrysorrhoa 
Acanthiza nana 
Acanthiza lineata 
Anthochaera carunculata 
Lichenostomus penicillatus 
Phylidonyris novaehollandiae 
Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris 
Grallina cyanoleuca 
Rhipidura fuliginosa 
Rhipidura leucophrys 
Coracina novaehollandiae 
Cracticus torquatus 
Gymnorhina tibicen 
Corvus mellori 

Passer domesticus 
Carduelis carduelis 
Carduelis chloris 

Hirundo neoxena 
Acrocephalus stentoreus 
Zosterops lateralis 
Turdus merula 

Sturnus vulgaris 


Species which have probably bred in Eastern Park during the period December 1979 - December 1994. 


Confirmation is needed. 


* Recorded breeding by Belcher (1887 -1912). 


Spotted Pardalote 
* Scarlet Robin 
* Rufous Whistler 
Skylark 


See Morley (1990) for evidence. 


Craig Morley 
22 Fairmont Avenue 
Newtown Vic 3220. 


Pardalotus punctatus 
Petroica multicolor 
Pachycephala rufiventris 
Lauda arvensis 
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TIMBOON BUSHLAND 
CO-OPERATIVE LTD 


... Ray Baverstock 
Hon. Treasurer 


Members who are familiar with the 
towns of Peterborough, Timboon, 
Cobden, Port Campbell and 
Princetown in Victoria's South West, 
will know that this area was once 
covered by the Heytesbury Forest. 


This magnificent forest stretched 
westward from the Otway Ranges to 
the Hopkins River and southward 
from near Camperdown to the coast. 


European settlement started on the 
fringes of the forest around 1840 and 
closer settlement in 1880, but even at 
the beginning of World War 2, much 
of the forest still remained. 


Following World War 2 the area was 
opened up by the government for 
dairying and sheep farming. Using 
modern machinery, almost the whole 
of the remaining forest was cleared. 
Either because of ignorance or 
greed, no attempt was made to retain 
a worthwhile stretch of the original 
forest. 


Although small isolated pockets were 
left, many of these were also cleared 
later. 


The railway line from Camperdown to 
Timboon opened in 1892 but was 
abandoned several years ago. 
Fortunately the railway reserve has 
been retained as a wildlife corridor 
which supports populations of Yellow 
Bellied Gliders, Rufous Bristlebirds, 
Glow Worms and Tree Ferns as well 
as other wildlife and plants. 


Early in 1995 the Timboon Field 
Naturalists Club was advised that a 
block of 71 acres of natural bushland, 
some 3 kilometres north of Timboon, 
was to be offered for sale. Members 
inspected the block and decided that 
it was worth preserving. A decision 
was made to purchase the land 
through a community co-operative 
rather than have a public appeal, 
which would see the land being 
designated as crown land. Another 
block of land in the district was being 
managed by a co-operative and this 
influenced the group to establish the 
Timboon ` Bushland Co-operative 
Ltd., which has now been registered 
and directors have been appointed. 


The land being purchased changes 
from Messmate Stringybark forest 
on an accessible ridge to a string of 
massive Manna Gums and 
Blackwoods next to Powers Creek. 
It has significant habitat values and 
will help maintain the viability of 
wildlife populations along the 
railway reserve. 


The GFNC committee has decided 
to support the Co-operative and 
has applied to be allotted 250 
shares of $1 each, which is the 
minimum holding. Any member of 
our Club who is interested in joining 
the Co-operative in a private 
capacity can obtain further 
information from Graeme Tribe or 
myself. 


Recommended 
“Death of a Forest”. 
A story of the Heytesbury Shire by 
Rosamund Duruz. (Lowden 
Publishing Co, Kilmore Vic.) 


Reading: 


Quick Quiz: What was the 
original name of modern 
Camperdown? 


See page 76 for the answer. 
Oo 


Dodder From The Seventh 
Tree 


... Valda Dedman 


See Geelong Naturalist Vol 27, No. 
2 and Vol 30 No. 3 


Lou Lane will be pleased to know 
that the Dodder-laurel has 
reappeared at Balyang Sanctuary 
and is growing well on Tangled 
Lignum near the “Seventh Tree”. 
Dodder, like mistletoe, is a plant 
parasite, but it starts life as a 
seedling rooted in the ground. If it 
does not find a suitable host within 
about 7 weeks, it will die. It forms 
several haustoria which penetrate 
into the host’s xylem, after which its 
roots wither and the dodder 
becomes a total parasite. It 
consists only of twining stems, 
which always grow upwards on its 
host, and scale-like leaves. Late in 
the growing season dodder flowers 
and set seeds, which eventually fall 
on the ground and the cycle 
recommences. = 


Next Month... 


Graeme Stockton will be our guest 
speaker - Barrow and Monte Bello 
Islands - in July instead of at the 
August Member's Night because he 
has been accepted as an Overseas 
Service Bureau volunteer working in 
the rain forest jungle at Petan in 
North Guatemala. 


During July 1995 Graeme and four 
mates went on a surfing safari off the 
northwest coast of W.A. Their quest 
for unsurfed waves took them to 
Barrow Island and the Monte Bello 
Islands some 100 km. off the 
mainland. 


Barrow Island is situated 
approximately 56 km. west of the 
West Australian coast between 
Onslow and Port Hedland. Barrow 
was cut off from the mainland 
approximately 8000-10000 years ago 
by rising seas. The island’s plants 
and animals have survived in 
isolation. No-one lived on the island 
until the 1960s and because no 
exotic animals or plants have 
become established, it has become a 
living laboratory, a remnant of a 
mainland ecosystem that has almost 
vanished. (Aust.Geographic 1995). 


The Monte Bello Islands have 
become notorious in Australia's 
history as the first testing ground for 
the British nuclear bomb. These 
tests began in 1952 and continued in 
1956. Three nuclear bombs were 
exploded all up. The Monte Bello’s 
are a labyrinth of seaways and small 
islands with fantastic marine 
diversity. 


Graeme recently received a Geelong 
Community Australia Day Award 

in recognition of his efforts in re- 
establishing indigenous vegetation 
on the Bellarine Peninsula and the 
Surf Coast, and for his work with 
disadvantaged people. 


We are fortunate to have Graeme as 
a member and we congratulate him 
on the award. We wish him well in 
Guatemala and look forward to 
hearing about the Mayan biosphere 
when he returns in about 18 months 
time. 

oO 
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FROGMOUTH NESTING IN HIGHTON 


A pair of Tawny Frogmouths 
Podargus strigoides nested twice in 
Highton in the 1995-96 breeding 
season. 


In mid-October | was walking our dog 
in the small roadside reserve in 
Bellevue Avenue when | noticed a 
large amount of “wash” on the ground 
and low down on the trunk of a 
eucalypt in the plantation. 


On looking up | saw a Tawny 
Frogmouth sitting on a nest which 
was in the fork of the tree hard up 
against the tree trunk and about 6-7 
metres above the ground. 


Next day | took a closer look and 
found that there were two fairly well 
advanced young in the nest. 


Over the next few weeks | kept the 
nest under observation but | 
purposely did not use the binoculars 
for fear that this would draw 
unwelcome attention to the nest. 


October 17th was a hot, windy day 
and the parent bird was not on the 
nest when | passed by. A private 
contractor was using a large 
mulching machine to dispose of 
some shrubs from a garden close by. 


| was afraid that this may have 
frightened the bird away but it was 
back on the nest next day. 


On Thursday 19th October, the 
temperature reached 31°C, but a cool 
change later brought 17.5 mm of rain 
with it. Next day the temperature 
only reached 13°C. 


| was at the GFNC campout at 
Steiglitz on 21st and 22nd October in 
miserable weather with a strong 
south easterly wind blowing .and 
heavy rain at times and | was 
wondering how the frogmouths were 
faring. 


When | returned home on the Sunday 
afternoon | found that a further 36 
mm of rain had fallen in Highton 
during the weekend. Fortunately the 


by Ray Baverstock 


birds had survived. They were 
recorded on the following Sunday 
by a team taking part in the 
R.A.O.U. Twitchathon. My son 
Grant, who was one of the team, 
mentioned that the young birds 
were well advanced and in fact they 
left the nest two days later. 


Heavy rain in early November 
culminated in the second worst 
floods on record on tne Barwon 
River. A short spell of hot weather 
then followed. 


On November 28th, | was surprised 
to find a frogmouth, presumably the 
same bird, sitting on the nest and a 
few weeks later at least one young 
bird was seen. One day as | 
approached the nest tree | looked 
up to see a downy chick peering 
down at me and moving its head 
from side to side in owl-like fashion 
as it examined me. 


December turned out to be the 
coldest on record with frequent 
showers. 


Again | declined to use my 
binoculars although others nearby 
had done so. | could only be 
certain of one young in the nest. 
By the end of January 1996 the 
fledaling was quite large and the 
birds left the nest a few days later. 
Hopefully the young bird had 
fledged successfully. 


| have been told that it is unusual 
for the Tawny Frogmouth to raise 
two sets of young in the one 
season. 


In this case | admired the tenacity 
shown by the birds in raising their 
young in unusually adverse 
weather. 


Ray Baverstock 
13 Helena Street 
Highton, 3216. 


o 


WINTER SEMINAR SERIES 


Learn About Your Coast 
Free 


A series of four seminars will be 
held at 8 - 9.30pm on Wednesday: 


June 5th. Discover the sea life of 
your area; its marine plants 
and animals. 


July 3rd. What processes determine 
whether your beach or clifftop 
will still be there next year. 


Aug 7th. Discover how our valuable 
coasts and seas are managed 
and how you can have a say. 


Sep 4th. Learn about those secretive 
native animals that share the 
coast with us. 


Plus, an all day workshop on 
“Coastal Weeds” (10am-4pm) 
workshop on Sunday 13th October. 
Bookings are essential for the 
workshop only. 


These will be held in the Song Room 
of the Geelong West Town Hall. 


For further details, ring the Coast 
Action Co-ordinator Russell Irving on 
264 669. 

o 


HEARD ANY GOOD 
EARTHQUAKES LATELY ? 
... Ture Hergstrom 


One of our 1994 speakers was Gary 
Gibson from the Philip Institute of 
Technology. He spoke on 
seismology (earth tremors and 
earthquakes). 


Due to a lack of existing data. a 
record of earth tremors prior to 1950 
and back into the last century is being 
compiled covering a radius of 40 kms 
around Geelong. 


Gary has asked for our assistance in 
supplying any personal accounts 
from residents who experienced 
tremors together with approximate 
dates and degrees of intensity. 


Kindly forward any information to me 
on 432 164. 
(m) 
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Report on The FNCV 
Mistletoe Forum— 18/5/96. 


Attended by Valda Dedman 
and Dave King. 


This Forum was held at the newly 
acquired FNCV Club Rooms at 
Blackburn and was the first of three 
workshops. to study the various 
aspects of mistletoe. The other two 
sessions will be held in 
August/September. 


This initial workshop was divided into 
four specific phases. The first was a 
general introduction to the 
distribution - and taxonomy of 
mistletoes and in particular the major 
characteristics for identification of the 
12 Victorian species. Using 
specimens we had brought with us. 
we worked our way through a 
botanical key prepared especially for 
the workshop by Malcolm Calder, 
who, with John Reid conducted this 
session. Cecily Falkingham then 
spoke about “living together’ with 
mistletoes, which have generally 
received an unjustifiably bad press. 
Possible natural control measures 
were discussed and the importance 
of encouraging environmental groups 
and gardening broadcasters to 
develop a positive attitude towards 
mistletoes. 


There followed a talk and discussion 
by Ken Simpson on the bird fauna 
associated with mistletoes. He 
showed us several specimens of the 
tiny Mistletoebird, which is the main 
vector of the seed, and in a future 
session he hopes to dissect out the 
bird’s diminutive gut. Mistletoebirds 
are very highly specialised, are 
adaptable to a wide range of climates 
and habitats. Their absence from 
Tasmania may indicate their recent 
arrival on the Australian continent, 
before which honeyeaters would 
have been the chief dispersal agent. 
Today 9 species of honeyeater are 
known to eat mistletoe fruit, with the 
Painted Honeyeater the only 
specialist. The endangered Regent 
Honeyeater not only takes fruit and 
nectar, but is known to nest in 
mistletoe clumps, which led us to 
question the wisdom of removing 
these plants from central Victorian 
box and ironbark forests to save the 
bird. 


The third phase of the Forum, 
conducted by Ross Field from the 
Museum of Victoria, was devoted 
to invertebrate associations with 
mistletoes. Bees seek the flowers 
for nectar; woody growths sustain 
wood-boring beetles, the bores of 
which are in turn used by other 
insects. Lerps, often prevalent, 
attract ants. Several Species of 
moth and butterfly larvae feed on 
the leaves. particularly Ogyris 
species, which pupate low down on 
the host tree. Altogether it is 
estimated that some 22 species of 
butterfly feed on mistletoes. 


In the the final session mycologist 
Vyrna Beilharz introduced us to 
leaf-inhabiting fungi of mistletoes. 
These range from powdery mildew 
through rust fungus to leaf-spotting 
fungus, which we were able to view 
On microscope slides. 


This was an excellent Forum. All 
participants were provided with a 
comprehensive set of notes, there 
were many displays, and an array 
of FNCV microscopes were set up 
for our use. FNCV House is a most 
Suitable venue for such events, 
with good facilities and adequate 
parking. Jane Calder provided a 
large and nutritious lunch and the 
organisers with Malcolm Calder as 
chairman are to be congratulated. 


This Mistletoe Forum is dedicated 
to the memory of the late Dr Jim 
Willis. He would have been proud 
of it. 

o 


MISTLETOE FORUM 


Members are reminded that this is 
an ongoing forum with another 
workshop on August 31 and an 
excursion on September 1. 


Further details of costs, hours and 
telephone number are available on 
page 13 of the April issue of the 
GFNC Monthly News. 

Oo 


LUCKY SPARROW, 


...UNLUCKY KESTREL 


or "Don't Count Your 
Breakfast Until It's Catched”. 


by Ray Baverstock 


There is an Hibiscus syriacus 
growing beside the front steps of our 
house. It grew from a small cutting 
over twenty years ago and is now 
over three metres tall. It is pruned 
regularly and each year throws out 
new shoots which grow over a metre 
long and in autumn, being deciduous 
it sheds its leaves. At the time of this 
episode it was almost bare. 


| had backed the car out of the 
garage and parked it, with the engine 
still running, beside the hibiscus. | 
then walked up the drive to close the 
garage door, a distance of some 
twenty metres. 


As | turned around to walk back, | 
noticed a flurry of wings and feathers 
and an Australian Kestrel tumbled 
from the outer branches of the 
hibiscus, flew across the road and 
landed on the T.V. antenna on the 
house opposite before flying away. 


| found a somewhat shocked House 
Sparrow moving around the inner 
branches of the hibiscus but apart 
from the loss of a few feathers which 
| found on the driveway, it appeared 
to be unharmed. 


The kestrel had attacked in the short 
time that | was walking up the drive 
but was apparently thwarted by the 
long slender branches of the hibiscus 
and so on this occasion it went 
without its breakfast. 


Ray Baverstock 
13 Helena Street 
Highton, 3216. 
[m] 
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CAMPOUT NOTICE 


... Dick Southcombe 


LAP EUR E ui n Mei etica Aie sr nic Rd Lar 


Club Campout 7-10th 
June ‘Mataranka’ via 
Dunolly 


Leaders: 
Dave Brunton 
Barry Redman 


Facilities: 


“Mataranka is a Girl Guides camp at 
Goldsborough. The camp has 

gas stoves, refrigerator and lighting, 
hot water to kitchen and showers, 
flush toilets, open fire, outdoor BBQ, 
crockery, cutlery, cooking utensils 
and limited 240v power during 
evenings. Three small rooms, 
double bunks in each, and a large 
common dormitory with about 20 
mattresses is the on site bed 
situation. There is plenty of space for 
tents, Caravans and campervans. 
BYO food and bedding. Camp open 
from 12 noon Friday. Cost $5/day 
per person, please pay at camp. 


Directions: Refer RACV Bendigo 
district map. From Dunolly take the 
St. Arnaud Road for approx. 6 km. 
and turn left into a road signposted 
Mataranka. Travel a few hundred 
metres - do not cross railway line, 
and turn left to the camp. The route 
is well signposted and GFNC signs 
will be in position. 


Excursions: 


The Friday evening visit to Bendigo 
FNC has been cancelled. 


Saturday: Refer Koogoora State 
Park map available from Dick 
Southcombe. 

Depart camp 9.00 a.m. for a “stop 
and look” drive via Moliagul and 
Rheola to arrive at the main picnic 
area on Melville Caves road at 10.00 
a.m. Here we will meet our leaders 
for the day, Mavis and Collis Needs 
and fellow naturalists from local 
district clubs. 


Sunday: Depart camp 9.00 a.m., 
assemble at “Welcome Stranger” 
gold nugget monument, Moliagul at 
9.30 a.m. and then on to explore the 
Mt. Moliagul bushland. 


Monday: Clean and pack-up, 
depart camp 9.30 a.m. to explore 
the Tarnagulla bushland before 
returning home during the 
afternoon. 


Bring: Usual excursion equipment, 
torch, books, small shovel, panning 
dish and clothing for all weathers - 
frosts and cloudless days expected. 


Alternative accommodation is 
available at The Golden Triangle 
Motel, Dunolly Ph. 054 681 166. 


Please put your name on the 
campout list to-night and phone - 


Dave Brunton 297 218 
Barry Redman 435 312 


if further information is required. 
Oo 


Club Duties 
... Diana Primrose and 
Dick Southcombe 


The committee really appreciates 
the work done by the 50+ members 
who carry out numerous and varied 
duties for our club and sincerely 
thanks them for their contribution to 
the smooth running of our 
organization. 


The 1996-97 Duty Holders List is 
now being compiled and we are 
seeking the ongoing co-operation 
of members. 


Although some additions and 
changes to the previous list will be 
necessary, we are proceeding on 
the assumption that members are 
willing to help again. 


If members wish to change their 
entry on the list or be added to the 
list, or have any helpful 
suggestions for improving the 
organization, please contact us 
tonight or before June 11. 


Noreen Arthur, Ron Mole and Betty 
Moore have completed their 
respective rosters and we hope to 
make these and the duty list 
available at the July general 
meeting. 

o 


Extra Notes on The Club 
Excursion. 
... Valda Dedman 


Barwon and Leigh Rivers. 
19 May 1996. 


Some explanations of the names of 
places visited: 


Barrabool means slope down to 
water. 


Murgheboluc means plenty of frogs 
or Murgha, a shield, and boluc, a 
lake. Either would be appropriate. 
Another explanation is brightness of 
two waters, a spot at the junction of 
the rivers Leigh and Barwon. At any 
rate, we visited this peaceful spot 
with its bright waters. 


The survey map of 1855 shows 
"excellent water' at Murgheboluc 
Flat, with rich grass and well 
timbered slope to the north. The 
slope to the east is marked "lightly 
wooded with gum  wattle and 
honeysuckle”. Honeysuckle was the 
common name for banksia, which 
would have been Silver Banksia 

B: marginata. 


The mill we visited was known as 
Carrah Mill. It was for grinding grain 
and was owned by Dr. Robert Hope 
who had another mill at Lynburn on 
the Moorabool River. 


In the Geelong Advertiser of 24 June, 
1848 Messrs Breguet & Amiet were 
advertising fruit trees and vines for 
sale from the Neufchatel Vineyard 
and Nursery at Pollock's Ford. The 
price of the cuttings of the wine 
grapes was two pounds ($4) per 
1000, and ninepence per dozen for 
the best table grapes, or four shillings 
if rooted. The fruit trees ranged in 
price from 1s 6d to 2s each, 
according to their quality, size and 
age. 

Oo 


Nature Can be Cruel 


Madeline Glynn has been making 
some rather sad observations. She 
has reported 1 seal, 16 penguins and 
28 Short-tailed Shearwaters, all dead 
at Queenscliff. 

Lr 
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BIRD OBSERVATION REPORTS 


-- compiled by Barry Lingham. 


Observations were submitted by Valda Dedman (VWD), Margaret Cameron (MC), Craig Morley (CMo), Peter Hackett (PH), Gordon McCarthy (GMc), Penny 


Smith (PS), Rohan Bugg (RBu), Kay Campbell (KC), Lilly Sherwood (LS), Claire McCormick (CMc), Dennis Greenwell (DG), Barry Lingham (BL), Dick 
Southcombe (DS), Hans Streefkerk (HS), Rachel Keary (RK), Nola Haines (NH) 


Australian Grebe 


2 


17.5.96 


Bungey's Hole, Werribbee River 


The 2 Grebes were diving with a POTS and interacting with it. 


Darter 


White-faced Heron 
Cattle Egret 


*Intermediate Egret 
Rufous Night-Heron 
Brown Bittern 

Glossy Ibis 
Black-shouldered Kite 
Black Kite 
Grey(White)Goshawk 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Little Eagle 


Peregrine Falcon 


eee ap ALL 


19.5.96 


Fyansford 

Barwon & Moorabool Rivers 
Werribee River (Werribee) 
Werribee R (Wyndham Park) 
Werribee R 

Abervale, Grovedale 
Warrnambool Rd, Birregurra Turn 
Lake Road 

Barwon Heads Road 

Jerringot 

Bungey's Hole, Werribee River 
Thornhill Road, Highton 
Breakwater Road 

Werribee Tip area(One with a mouse in bill) 
Breakwater Bridge 

Blue Waters Lake, Ocean Grove 
Eastern Park (Conference Cenire) 


Hospital Swamp 


Board of Works Farm, Werribee 

Deakin University 

Heathdale Wetland (chased by L.Ravens) 
Skene's Creek 

Anglesea, Allardyce track 

Heathdale Wetland (chased by L. Ravens) 
Newtown 

Little River Township 

Werribee, Chirnside Park 


This falcon brought down a Hardhead duck on to the football oval 


Australian Crake 
Blk-tailed Native Hen 


Banded Lapwing 
Hooded Plover 


Black-fronted Plover 
Common Sandpiper 
*Aust. Pratincole 
Y-tail BIK-Cockatoo 


Gang-Gang Cockatoo 


Long-billed Corella 
Little Corella 
Crimson Rosella 


Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Southern Boobook 
Barn Owl 

Tawney Frogmouth 
Kookaburra 
Blackbird 

Flame Robin 
Scarlet Robin 


Golden Whistler 
Restless Flycatcher 
Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 

Little Grassbird 
Brown Thornbill 
Yellow-rumped T bill 


Spiny-cheeked H'eater. 


Yellow-faced H'eater 
White-plumed H'eater 
Eastern Spinebill 
Silvereye 

Spotted Pardalote 
Dusky Woodswallow 
Magpie 

Pied Currawong 
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9.5.96 

28.4.96 
15.4.96 
11.4.96 
7.5.96 

17.5.96 
29.4.96 
20.5.96 
15.4.96 
4.5.96 

29.4.96 
25.5.96 


Heathdale Wetlands 

Point Cook Park (also 26.5.96) 
Board of Works Farm, Werribee 
Cobbledick's Ford 

Hoppers Crossing 

Bream Creek mouth(with Double-bandeds) 
Barwon Heads (30W) 

Heathdale Wetland 

Board of Works Farm, Werribee 
Werribee (seen overhead) 
Highton 

Highton (heard again on 26.5.95) 
Deakin University 

Shannon Av. Bridge 

Highton 

Herne Hill (also on the 4.5.96) 
Pollocksford (again on 27.4.96) 
Cobbledick's Ford 

Highton (eating apples) 

Newtown 

Highton (and 16.5.96) 
Pollocksford (calling) 

Belmont (sighting late last year also) 
Balliang East (and next day) 
Queens Park Bridge (and 24.5.96) 
Queens Park Bridge (and 22.5.96) 
Belmont (head almost all white) 
Buckley's Falls 

Breakwater 

You Yangs 

Bungey's Hole, Werribee River 
Mt Duneed 

Highton 

Newtown 

Heathdale Wetland 

Queens Park Bridge 

Newtown 

Werribee & Laverton 

Point Addis 

Belmont (suburban garden) 
Belmont (same week last year) 
Belmont (Tas. race) 

Highton (calling) 

Bannockburn Golf Course 
Modewarre - Fawn and white bird 
Geelong Performing Arts Centre 
Highton 


RBu 


* These are unusual records. 
Please check with the observers 
before quoting from them. 


Ray’s Quiz....(Page 12) 


The answer is: 


TIMBOON 


at The Ocean Grove Nature Reserve — — 
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